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In the Jast lesson, we SaW that community exposes our sin and pushe

to trust more deeply in the power of Christ and the Holy Spirit to bs

needed change to our lives, In this lesson, we want to explore Yow

gospel propels us into deeper community. By “deeper” communil

mean community in which relationships are increasingly shapedt
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things like a growing trust, openness, humility, service, te chabilit

accountability in ways that reflect God's character and his intentic

human relationships. (We're still working out the same concef
conﬁngnthanﬁom‘dimtmsh)

Our goal is to apply the promises of the gospel to our livesaswel
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+ I these people really knew me, I'm not sure they d accept me.
+ I dont want to inconvenience others by asking more of them

.';‘ - Something else; write It here. — — —

Ilim justified these barriers to community for so long that we
m wrong with them. What's the big deal? The big deal
Ibellw in Lesson 1, we are God's image bearers. So the depth
ir co says something about God and his gospel! If we are
,‘ with 'shallowcommunny we are content to reflect a shallow and
ge of who God is. Consider Jesus’ words in Luke 6:32-33:

mmmb\t you, what benefit is that to you?
'- pers Jove those who love them, And if you do
f ﬂlmewto do good to you, what benefit is that to you?

| Wlﬂtbenlu‘loweﬁcommon denominator” kind of
.j‘;‘,‘.  natural to humanity. Everyone loves people who are
Mmmmm:notdﬂlaan’lhusnot(‘od
> But when Jesus binds a diverse people together in deep com-
| '?j;:. ovocative. It elicits questions from the watching world.
o something powerful (God and his gospel) at the core of our
: Oulongln&tben is to form communities that entice
r J ¢ In Jesus: “May they all be one, just as you, Father,
Ihyw. . 50 that the world may believe that you have
(John 17:21).

,: at sort of community, let’s go back to the barrier you
', m:bodundakoueshnpkqueﬁwn What's
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Serneath” as in Sigmund Freud—we're not urging you
Wmanoryﬁmnyourchﬂdhood(unl&wu
er, think “underneath” as in a medical diagnosis: What's

uyupoom?Whnkcmsingn’ What core issues of unbe-
Mnid.'Outoflbemrﬁowoﬂheheunthemnh




ese “barrier statements” —these objectior
docptr barriers below the surface, in ous
hink through. y

cas (lies) about God, n

NIv). Soth

False Beliefs. what false id
hers am | believing as troe? “
;:l:c"wurccsof Hope/Trust. What “false gods™ am L ho i . E
crusting in, relying on? What am I really counting on w
me happy, content, catisfied? (Here's a short list of common g

rural gods: power, approval, control, comfort, respect, st cce
security.)

Here are two possible examples.

. Community Barricr: “I have boundaries; don't push me”
« What's underneath that?

o Falsc Beliefs:
o About God: God's ways are overwhelming and di

bemoncomctmfldothmg;mymymmddm
o About myself: | always know what's best for me.
o About others: ’Ihcywantsomethmgftmnm'ﬂlq‘
out for my good.
» False Sources of Hope/Trust:
® Ilibe happy f 1 can prevent people from making der
:‘“W“Wmdcnctgyl'mtm:tgintbehhe
* Community Barrier. | don others”
't want to inconvenience
What's underncath that?
*  False Beliefs;
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the false god of approval. (1 don't want to be perceived as a

needy person. )
"-:Mmonly two possible examples. They aren't exhaustive, and the lies
and longings beneath your particular barrier might be completely dif-
ferent from the ones given here, The point is to help you see that the bar-
riers and excuses that sabotage our attempts at community are actually
) issues, They are symptoms of deeply held beliefs, objections, and
3m that need to be changed by Jesus and what he has done for us.

So how do we build deeper community that reflects God more fully and
displays his glory to the world more clearly? By believing the gospel more
deeply. Heres a simple, biblical, four-step process to help you do that.

» REPENT. Turn from the lies and false gods you've identified.
Ask God to show you how you've turned your back on him.
Acknowledge that the sin and selfishness driving your unbelief
are really a relational rejection of your heavenly Father, who

_ loves you and wants the best foryou. .

~ « BELIEVE. Turn fo Jesus and the good news of his gospel. Believe

~ first of all that Jesus died for your sin and unbelief and receive
his forgiveness anew. Believe secondlyall the frecing truth of the
gospel: that Jesus redeemed you for community and calls you to
community, that he frees you to worship him (not yourself or

 others), that he gives you his Spirit to empower you for obedi-
_ ence. Remember that “belief™ in the Bible is not just a cognitive
~ word; it speaks of an intentional “dwelling on” all that is true of
~ us in Christ and an ongoing dependence on him as we live in

4 Joyful obedience.

+  WORSHIP GOD. Rejoice in the goodness, grace, and glory of

~ God. Do this in prayer. Do this in commaunity. Do this out loud.

- The more you treasure God, the more your soul will relax its grip

awﬂnpdt“'onhlphmthnuwhhsmdoonSundAp

Itisanall-the-time, moment-by-moment response of your heart

to who God is and what he has done for you.

'LOVE OTHERS. Now, by faith, start moving toward others to

love them as you have been loved! The gospel frees you to love,




nterior, navel-gazing sort of change:j 4
g itself through love” (Galatians 5:6 Ntv). Py e
y. Enjoy people whoare unlike you. Lovet B
ve. And as you fall (which will happenal¢

over again’

Gospel chang® fsnotan

*faith expressin
deepet communil
who are hard to lo
art this process all
ance and faith—this turning back to God and 4
ime event. It's more like the basic step ina “
epeated over and over again, that creates a joy
b |

‘Ihis is how the gospel builds a deeper,

This repemt
in love—15 not a one-1

+ foundational pattern f
ful. beautiful movement.
vibrant community.

The Scriptures call me to community. As 1 try to obey that call and mow
toward others, | encounter barriers that keep me from loving otk
God has loved me. Those barriers reveal that I'm more needy, b )
and sinful than | thought! My natural response is to ignore, g o8
excuse my brokenness. But Jesus invites me instead to ackne
sin and turn to him in repentance, faith, and worship. As I do th T
mlqutomh?wdcsp«udyl need to ch‘“don(;o‘
Fuhermmm {and this starts to feel good!). I start to trust
people—m :cnh‘ndm‘h‘bﬁt for me. And I'm freed to love o he

y faith expresses itself in love for others. 3
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